
2007 CRUISE 
TRIP 5 
PORTSMOUTH & WILLIAMSBURG, VA 
OCTOBER 29 – NOVEMBER 5, 2007 
 
Monday, October 29, 2007, Houston, TX Portsmouth, V A 
 
     Angela and I arrived the same day, but I drove from a business meeting and she flew into 
Norfolk.  We bought groceries and went to the boat.  After stowing our supplies, we went to Rose 
Bay Seafood Restaurant, a small place we found in Chesapeake that our friend Ed introduced to 
us.  We called him and didn’t get in touch; later we found out he ate there before we arrived. 
 
Tuesday, October 30, 2007, Lay Day  
 
     We needed to turn in our rental car, buy some more groceries, and go over the maintenance 
with the yard.  Maintenance had been extensive, including replacing the bow thruster, new bottom 
job, fiberglass repairs around the bow thruster, adjustments to the stabilizers, tune up the 
generator and the diesel engines, etc.  I met with Lou and went over the work list and invoice.  
We ate dinner at the nearby Mexican food restaurant; it was good, as usual. 
 
Wednesday, October 31, 2007, Attempt to get to the Rappahannock River  
 
     We planned for a week or ten days on the Rappahannock River with a side trip up the James 
River if we had time.  We wanted to see the Fall colors in the leaves on the trees, enjoy cooler 
weather at anchor, and see the marinas at Deltaville and Urbana.  We left the marina about 1pm 
and motored north for a couple of hours.  The port engine started acting up, and I shut it down.  
The electronic readout said there was a problem with one of the cylinders.  I called the CAT 
dealer and the yard; we decided to bring it back to Ocean Marine on one engine. 
 
     We were back in our slip by 6:30.  Lou had called the local CAT mechanic, and they promised 
to come out first thing.  We ate on board and took a walk around the marina. 
 
Thursday, November 1, 2007, Lay Day  
 
     The CAT mechanic came out and removed a broken rocker arm.  The yard had removed and 
replaced the injectors, a mistake based on the incorrect belief that CAT would test the injectors, 
as a part of the tune up, out of the boat.  They wanted them left in the engines, so the yard put 
them back in.  I knew about that and requested they clearly show on the invoice they were paying 
for that, not me.  It appears they put them back in incorrectly, or possibly so; and Ocean Marine 
agreed to replace the rocker arms and some related gaskets, etc. at no charge to me.  However, 
we could not use our boat. 
 
     I cleaned the teak cockpit; why the cleaning service could not wash it was beyond me.  It had 
been out of the water and had gotten very dirty.  However, I paid the cleaning service to clean 
and wax the boat, and they skimped on the teak cockpit.  They also could not dust inside the 
boat; they could do a great job on the bilges, however. 
 
     We decided to make the boat ready for the winter, and in the meantime, as long as we were 
already there we might as well drive to see Deltaville and Urbana.  And, we could go see 
Williamsburg while we were at it.  We had wanted to see Williamsburg; that was a good time to 
do it.  I’m glad we made both of those decisions. 
 
Friday, November 2, 2007, Lay Day, Drove to William sburg, VA 
 
     We got a ride via the marina courtesy car to Enterprise to rent a car, but did not like what we 
were offered.  They brought us back to Ocean Marine, and we started making phone calls to get 



a better car.  The staff told us someone had asked about us.  Our friends, Cappy and Judy 
Stahlman from Natchez, MS were at the fuel dock.  We walked down to chat with them and 
wound up inviting them to go with us.  They accepted the invitation, so we got to go to 
Williamsburg with our friends.  Cappy and Judy had traded their 55’ Fleming for a 65’ Fleming, 
and we got a grand tour of their beautiful new yacht.  
 

 
 
     Cappy sent us another photo of their new yacht.  This next one was taken at Atlantis in the 
Bahamas. 
 



 
 
     We drove to Williamsburg from 10:30 to noon and then had lunch.  We toured around 
Williamsburg and saw the sights.  It was cold (61° for the high), and a warm drink was very 
comforting from time to time.  We also had dinner there and arrived back at Ocean Marine at 
about 10pm. 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
Saturday, November 3, 2007, Lay Day, Drove to Delta ville, VA  
 
     We had planned to see the Rappahannock River and possibly stay at the marinas at Deltaville 
and at Urbana.  We decided to use the rental car to drive up and see those marinas so next time 
we would know more about them.  I’m glad we did because the Deltaville marina was not nearly 
as attractive as I had thought.  In fact the whole Deltaville area was disappointing. The 



restaurants and grocery were a long ways from the marine, and a stiff breeze was blowing into 
the marina from Chesapeake Bay.  Photos in advertisements for the marina were deceiving and 
implied there was a restaurant and bar there, but that was not true.  We were glad we had not 
brought the boat there and been disappointed. 
 
     Urbana, VA was another town on the river with a marina owned by the same management.  
We got the impression it was maybe smaller and older, but we drove up there to see it anyway.  
When we were just outside the town the state police pulled us over and directed us to a parking 
lot.  We had to pay an entrance fee to get into the town if we wanted to see it!  We could not even 
drive through the town!  They were having some kind of street party there.  We passed on the 
street party, turned around, and drove back to Portsmouth.  So we didn’t learn anything about the 
marinas in Urbana. 
 
Sunday, November 4, 2007, Lay Day, Portsmouth, VA 
 
     On Sunday we readied the boat for the winter, packed for the trip home, and tried to eat all the 
left-over food.  We washed the sheets and towels, emptied the refrigerator and turned it off, and 
drained the water system. 
 
Monday, November 5, 2007, Travel Home to Houston, T X 
 
     We drove the rental car to the airport, bought fuel for it, and turned it in.  We flew Southwest 
Airlines to Houston out of the Norfolk airport.  Since the few running hours on that trip were 
almost all maintenance hours, we ignored Trip 5 in our statistics and treated the trip as if we just 
stayed on the boat for a week.  Other than having the boat cleaned for our visit, we didn’t even 
spend much money.  The marina had made a mistake which caused the breakdown, so we didn’t 
have to pay to fix that.  We just didn’t get to go anywhere on the boat. 
 


