2009 CRUISE

TRIP 3

ROGERSVILLE, AL TO IUKA, MS
OCTOBER 25 - NOVEMBER 6, 2009

Sunday, October 25, 2009, Houston, TX to Huntsville , AL

| flew out of Houston’s Intercontinental Airport at noon. The plane landed in Charlotte, NC
where | had a wait. Then US Air took me to Huntsville, AL. Russ and Christina and their two
boys met me at the airport. We went to Russ’ father’'s house where | met Cecil and Lilly for the
first time. We had dinner and desert, and then we went to Russ’ house where they loaned me a
car. | transferred my luggage and drove to the Joe Wheeler State Park and Marina. The AGLCA
Fall Rendezvous was already started, but | missed the first few events due to a prior commitment
in Texas.

Lay Days, Monday — Thursday, October 26 — 29, 2009, AGLCA and Drive to Knoxville, TN

The next three days were very busy. Seminars were held four or more times per day. Many
of them were about separate legs of the Great Loop Cruise presented by someone who had been
there with slides to show us what you could see on that particular leg. | had already completed
the Loop, so | went to other talks usually. | wanted to go to the Bahamas some time in the future
so | attended that presentation.

Monday was a pretty day, and some of the “Loopers”, as they were called, opened up their
boats for visitation and inspection in the afternoon. We ate our meals in a room dedicated to our
use, and we had buffets and buffet lines always. Monday evening we had a group meal.

Tuesday was rainy and cool. No Looper Crawls were scheduled; instead a “Rogersville
Crawl” was scheduled. Some of the downtown merchants offered special discounts and/or free
items for the members who came to see them. Two school buses were provided to get us to
town. One of the merchants changed his mind about allowing the Loopers to drink their wine in
his establishment, and he decided to charge a cover charge of $5 to come in. There some angry
words spoken and some people got very upset. Rogersville was in a dry county, so sales of
booze and drinking on the sidewalk were not legal.

The buses were brought back for anyone who wanted to go back to the lodge, and | did. |
missed the bluegrass concert which was held later in the evening, and | understand it was good.
But it was cold and wet, and | had heard it was going to be in a tent or a canopy. | did not want to
stand for hours in the cold and rain, but | heard later the tent was dry. The music went on much
longer than expected. | used the WiFi in the lobby to upload some photos.

Wednesday was very nice again; in fact, | changed to shorts because it got hot in the
afternoon. | opened my boat up for the afternoon Looper Crawl. After that a very interesting
presentation of life jackets and life rafts concluded with a demo of a six person life raft in the pool.
It was very good. | was considering getting a life raft for my boat, so it was important, timely
information. The awards banquet was held that evening, ending the three and a half day
program.

| learned a lot and met many of the members of America’s Great Loop Cruising Association. |
got to see some of their boats during the Looper Crawl on Monday and again on Wednesday. |
was told there were 200 people in attendance. Even though | had been a member for many
years, that was the first time | had attended a Rendezvous; and | enjoyed it.

On Thursday | drove to Knoxville, TN. There was some pretty scenery along the way.
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Lay Days, Friday — Monday, October 30 — November 2, 2009

On Friday | saw a customer in Knoxville. On Saturday | drove to Oneida, TN and Stearns, KY
to see the Big South Fork of the Cumberland River. | had wanted to see that area for years,
since | saw a video on the area some years earlier. It was the Heartland Series put on by a local

TV station in Knoxville.
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In Stearns, KY | visited the Stearns Museum in which | saw a green map with red pins for each
entrance to a coal mine. Mr. Stearns employed as many as 2200 people mining coal and cutting
lumber from the canyons in that area. | rode the BSF Scenic Railway down to the river in the
canyon and to the Blue Heron mining camp from 2:30 through 5pm. At 7:30 | rode the adult scary
Halloween train ride to the same area. It was fun!
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| stayed in the newest hotel in that area, but it was not very well managed. | would not
recommend it. The area did not have many choices for places to stay, and the ones | saw were
not very attractive.

On Sunday | missed the time change and got up at 6 instead of 7am. There was frost on my
car. | drove north to Highway 927 and went west to see the Natural Arch and a few other scenic
canyon areas.
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Then | went east to Cumberland Falls. The Cumberland River was flowing north at that point.
It was a much larger river than the Big South Fork, and it was really moving in the area of the
Falls. | saw the falls, took some photos, and ate lunch at the resort. The squirrels and birds
outside the dining room window provided quite a nice entertainment during lunch.
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Then | drove south to Cumberland Gap, TN. | had always wanted to see that area and to see
the Gap.

| visited the National Park Service Visitors Center and spoke with a very nice Park Ranger.
He explained a lot to me about the area. Then | drove up to elevation 2440 and the Overlook to
take some photographs. | think | know where the Gap is; it was not easy to tell. Then | drove
back to Knoxville. On the way | passed through Morristown, TN where | went to high school. |
saw the lake where my family used to water ski and picnic when | was in school there. It was a
great day, but | was tired at that point.
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Monday | packed up and drove back to Rogersville, AL and the boat. A friend of mine met me
for dinner after | turned in the rental car. | found out | did have a boat slip in Houston (I had been
on a waiting list), so | decided to fly home for a few days before beginning the trip home via the
Tenn Tom Waterway.

Russ had removed and cleaned the aftercooler on the port engine while | was gone. That
evening he came over and tightened the fan belts, tightened the port engine alternator, and
drained the water from the Racor filters. He said | was ready to go again.

Tuesday, November 3, 2009, Rogersville, AL to luka, MS

| was up and preparing to leave at 8:45 when | turned on the VHF radio. | heard another
boater talking to the Wheeler Lock, which was a short distance from the marina. | called the
lockmaster and asked for guidance about getting through the lock. He told me a tow with barges
was on the ay, that if | didn’t get there in 15 minutes | would have a four hour wait. | hurried and
got there in about 20 minutes.

Then | waited for about 30 minutes. Another much slower boat had called the lock, and the

lockmaster waited for the trawler to get there. There was a tow with barges waiting for us when
we finally got out of the lock just after 10am.
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| called the other two boats and was only able to speak with the trawler, who said they would
be two hours getting down the 15 miles to Wilson Lock. | planned off and got there in about 45
minutes. The lockmaster then called the other two boats, and one of them decided to speed up
and go down with me, so | waited another 20 minutes. Then the two of us went down 93 feet to
Pickwick Lake.

It was a beautiful day with temperatures in the low 60s increasing to maybe 70 degrees at the
max. | had an uneventful trip down to Aqua Yacht Harbor, and | arrived at 2:45. 1 filled up with
diesel and moved to an open slip on D Dock, number 55. Tony, the shop foreman, met me at the
boat and we went over my list of repairs. | borrowed a loaner van and went to dinner at Pickwick
Landing State Park; after that | packed for the return flight.

55



Wednesday, November 6, 2009, Fly to Houston, TX

My ride arrived at 10am, and we had a pretty drive to the airport. We arrived in Nashville at
12:45. My flight was 2:10pm, so | had time to check in, check my luggage, and eat a sandwich.
The Southwest flight was smooth and fast; we arrived early after a nice trip.

Statistics for Year 2009 Cruise Trips 1, 2, and 3:

Engine Generator Fuel Fuel Run Lay Travel Total No. of
Hours Hours Miles Gallons Costs Days Days Days Days Locks

Tripl 127 195 1480 2965 $8006 16 5 2 23 17
Trip 2 55 45 790 1445 $3696 10 10 2 22 10
Trip 3 5 0 65 118 $354 1 8 2 11 2
Totals 187 240 2335 4528 $12056 27 23 6 56 29

Average speed was 12.5 mph

Running hours per running day were 6.9
Miles per running day were 86.5
Generator hours per running hour were 1.3
Fuel usage was 24.2 gallons per hour

Fuel usage was 1.94 gallons per mile

Fuel cost was $2.66 per gallon

Fuel cost was $5.16 per mile.
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