CINMAR ADVENTURE TO BIMINI, BAHAMAS
May, 2007

Hello Everyone. We were so excited to be back on the boat again, especially celebrating Marc's
special birthday in Bimini! It was loads of fun, sun and wind. The weather was less than gra-8 so
we quickly switched gears and adjusted with a smile as Mother Nature is in charge! She's so
powerful and awesome!

Departing from our Hollywood, FL marina, it was mostly cloudy and quite hazy from all the local
Florida fires. Cooler than usual temperatures, the sky was gray and the birds were chirping. A
light breeze and excitement mounting! After heading south on the ICW to Baker's Hallover outlet,
we were in the Atlantic Ocean with depths well over 1,000 feet just a few minutes from land.
Exciting! Halfway to Bimini, we had a guest onboard-a tiny bird with yellow flew in, checked us
and our boat out and flew away. She's called a chip chip by the locals! Arrived with lots of wind,
current and rockin'/rollin' into the Big Game Marina. The Master, called the Captain in the US, is
the ONLY one allowed to go to customs and then onto immigration to check in. Once legal, the
party began. We walked around the village and celebrated at the End of the World Saloon and
Snack Bar with real Bahamian fare- conch chowder, cracked conch, cole slaw, peas and rice and
rum punch! So good and so bad! NOT part of our typical healthy diet. We were unconventional
there because we did not leave any underwear etc. hanging from the ceiling which is proudly
signed and dated. Fun to admire though!

The next few days were spent walking the "out island", beach combing, shelling, snorkeling,
exploring by dinghy, when it was somewhat calm out there, relaxing, swimming at the marina pool
and socializing with fun cruisers from all over. Most nights, we had huge pot luck dinners with a
grill feast also. Super assortment of food and people! We even made conch fritters as a group.
Yummy!

For those that collect shells... so many treasures........ the variety and species, quality and sizes.
What an awesome treat.The highlight was to see tons of SEA BEANS growing on the vine in
pods right on the beach in the wild! What a shock! They are tiny, baby sea beans that | have
never seen or imagined before. | also was lucky enough to find a few sea bean hamburgers-
regular size. | was a first time collector of sea glass and that's also fun and harmless. It's
astonishing what water, sand, wind and seas do naturally to shells and imagine how far they
travel until picked? Zillions of shells are constantly in motion being polished along the way. | was
in heaven! Also we still can't count the shades of blue between the sky and the water! We'll keep
trying though.

Here are a few details about Bimini that may be of interest. It's a tiny, island less than 50 miles
from the coast of Ft. Lauderdale and the westernmost island to the US. It's 9 miles long and less
than 5 miles of it is populated. Total population is about 1600 Biminites, as the local call
themselves. They are so friendly-always smiling and greeting us. That's refreshing! The cars here
are driven on the "other" side of the street. Golf carts and bicycles are also popular. No traffic
lights nor traffic! Water is a premium and sells for $.50 per gallon. We brought our own! On the
flip side, we had WIFI at the marina right from the boat. We were proud to fly a "quarantine” flag
over and then changed to the Bahamian courtesy flag after becoming legal. That's maritime law.
You always fly the flag of the country you are in. Our US flag flew below that.

Lastly, the weather challenges. The reports from our local Palm Beach satellite follow me TV

and the marine forecast on the VHF radio did not match what we were experiencing at the

dock. It was much windier at the marina and everyone was concerned. We finally got a one day
weather window from a single sideband radio broadcast and there was a mass exodus. We all
went our separate ways again. The ride back was partly pleasant and mostly tough and not fun. A
north (nasty) wind direction crossing the gulf stream is a no no. However, we were advised that if
we had to go back to FL, leave today otherwise the next weather window would be next week.
We left, having no choice to return to the "real" world. Once back, we were glad to be there. We
called customs, then visited them to check back in and began our salty, mass cleanup. It was our
pleasure!



We can hardly wait to go back to the Bahamas. We will plan another trip within 90 days on our
same cruising permit. We feel so fortunate that we both love it so much! We have been boating
for 18 years now.

Attached are a few pics for you to enjoy.

Ahoy 4 Now,

Captain Marc & Cindy
M/V Nordic
Wednesday, May 27, 2007
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